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DEPARTMENT OF SOCIOLOGY
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Problems and Issues in Methods
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Office Hours:

Tuesdays: 10:30-12:00 or by appointment

Texts:

Bryman, Alan and James J. Teevan (2005) Social Research Methods. Canadian Edition. Don Mills: Oxford University Press. (The course text has an interactive website [www.oup.com/ca/he/companion/brymanteevan] which has excellent support material for readings and assignments).
Additional readings as assigned will be put on reserve in the Patterson library.

Course Description: 

In this course we will examine problems and issues in contemporary social research strategies with attention to the similarities and differences between quantitative and qualitative research.  The emphasis in assignments will be on Qualitative Methods to complement the concentration on Quantitative methods in the course prerequisite - Sociology 3309. 

This course will follow a seminar format. The success of the seminar depends upon the full and informed participation of all members of the class. You will be expected to have done class readings in advance and actively participate in discussions of assigned material and research presentations in a respectful and collegial fashion.
Web CT:
A Web CT site has been set up for this class. Please regularly check the Web CT for course updates, suggested optional readings and other items of interest. Student presentation summaries will be posted to the Web CT in advance of presentation dates. Please print and review them and bring them to class for discussion.
Evaluation:

· Class participation  (regular attendance, prior preparation for class,

     active participation in class discussion)                                                                   25%
· Research exercises (10 minute class presentation and two page [single
 space] written summary for each exercise)                                                           40%

· Research paper (10-12 double-spaced typed pages, due Dec. 5)                     35%

· Bonus marks – (1 page single spaced report on selected social science
 research presentations with attention to the methodological approach of the study –

Eligible talks will be announced in class – maximum of two – worth 2.5% each)

Weekly Reading Schedule:
September 7 – Introduction and Overview
September 12 and 14 – Social Research Strategies and Research Design
Readings: Bryman and Teevan, Chapters 1 and 2
September 19 and 21 – Uses of Quantitative and Qualitative Research
Readings: Bryman and Teevan, Chapters 3 and 8
September 26 and 28 – Interviewing in Quantitative and Qualitative Research
Readings: Bryman and Teevan, Chapters 4, 5 and 10
October 3 and 5 – Observation in Quantitative and Qualitative Research; Content Analysis
Readings: Bryman and Teevan, Chapters 6, 9 and 16
October 10 and 12 – Sampling in Probability and Non-Probability Research; Ethical Considerations in Qualitative Research
Readings: Bryman and Teevan, Chapter 11; and Elliot, Jane “The Ethical and Political Implications of Using Narrative in Research” in Using Narrative in Social Research (London: Sage), 2005, pp. 134-151 (Reading on reserve Patterson library).
October 17 and 19 – Presentation of 1st research exercises

October 24 and 26 – Presentation of 1st research exercises, cont’d

October 31 and November 2 – Reflexivity, Qualitative Data Analysis and Writing Up Social Research
Readings: Elliot, Jane “The Researcher as Narrator: Reflexivity in Qualitative and Quantitative Research” in Using Narrative in Social Research (London: Sage), 2005, pp. 152-170 (Reading on reserve Patterson library); and Bryman and Teevan, Chapters 13 and 17
November 7 and 9 – Combining Quantitative and Qualitative Research
Readings: Bryman and Teevan, Chapters 14 and 15
November 14 and 16 – Presentation of 2nd research exercises
November 21 and 23 – Presentation of 2nd research exercises, cont’d
November 28 - Review and course critique
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